
Wales Chief Veterinary Officer, Richard Irvine, said:
 

BVD is one of the most damaging endemic
diseases affecting cattle in Wales – so working
together to combat it is crucial. BVD virus
weakens immune systems, reduces fertility and
increases the risk and impact of other diseases like
pneumonia and scours. Equally, in some cases,
keepers may not know BVD is present in their
herd.

The next phase of the industry-led eradication
programme brings in new measures, including
restricting movements from not-negative
holdings in Wales, and the testing of cattle with
unknown BVD status from outside of Wales.
Together with a focus on safe sourcing of cattle,
these tools will help stop the disease spreading
and speed up the removal of persistently infected
animals from the national herd.

Wales has a strong foundation to build on. Annual
screening has already given us a clearer picture of
BVD prevalence across the country. This next
phase puts that knowledge into action. I
commend the ongoing work of the BVD Steering
Group and Technical Advisory Group and
encourage all cattle keepers to check their herd's
status through EIDCymru now.

www.dalesidevets.co.uk/farm

July 2026

BVD Wales 
Don’t forget that the new BVD legislation is now in
force across the whole of Wales, with the aim of
achieving healthier and more productive herds for
Welsh cattle keepers. 

What changes from 1 July 2026:  
Cattle keepers whose herds do not hold BVD
Negative status must pre-movement test
animals before moving them off their holding.
Animals can only move on a negative result,
valid for 60 days. Moving a BVD-positive or
persistently infected animal is an offence.
Cattle of unknown BVD status moving onto a
Welsh holding from outside Wales must be
tested within 20 days of arrival. 

Keepers can now carry out pre-movement testing
of young calves, and post-movement testing of all
animals themselves using the ‘Tag & Test’ ear tissue
sample method - reducing the need for additional
vet visits and keeping compliance costs down. 

Do you know the status of your herd? 

Contact us on 01978 311444 to arrange a visit or to
discuss what the new legislation means for your
farm. 

Oswestry Show 2026
1st August
The summer show season is upon us once again.
This year we will be at the Owsestry show in our
usual spot just across from the cattle. 

It’s great to see so many of our clients enjoying a
well earned day off and keeping the tradition of
local agricultural shows going strong! 

Come down to the stand to say hello and enjoy a
drink on us as a token of our appreciation of your
continued support throughout the last 12 months. 



www.dalesidevets.co.uk/farm

Avian Influenza Update  
Highly pathogenic avian influenza H5N1 has been
confirmed at a number of sites over the UK in
recent weeks. Currently the outbreaks have not
been near the Wrexham area, but all bird keepers
should remain vigilant and follow stringent
biosecurity measures to prevent future outbreaks. 

Please remember that it is a legal requirement to
register within one month of keeping poultry or
other captive birds  at any premises in England
and Wales. This includes any birds you keep as
pets. 

For the latest updates please check the APHA
website. 

Sustainable farming
Scheme 
Some of our clients will have already enrolled in the
new scheme, with many considering it as a viable
option. For those of you who have signed up
already, there are a couple of elements that we
need to ensure have been completed before the
end of 2026. 

Universal action 12 (UA12) is mainly focused on
animal health and welfare, this is where we will
need to work together to complete the Animal
health improvement cycle (AHIC) and an incoming
animal biosecurity risk assessment. For those of
you who are farm assured, you will be familiar with
some aspects of these as they are designed to
compliment the current assurance schemes, and
so your annual farm assurance vet review is a great
time to complete these additional tasks. 

The AHIC process runs on a rolling 12-month cycle
and is broken down into four practical steps:

Measure: The farmer and vet review health data
(like stillbirth rates or calving intervals) and
agree on at least one specific metric to improve. 
Plan: Together, we design a targeted,
actionable plan (usually 2 to 4 actions) to tackle
the chosen metric.
Act: The farmer carries out the agreed-upon
actions on the farm.
Review: The vet checks on the progress to see if
the targets were met. If they were, the cycle
resets for new goals; if not, the plan is adjusted
and repeated.

The measure and plan elements of the AHIC must
be completed before the end of 2026.
We are not informed directly by the Welsh
Government if any of our clients have signed up for
the scheme and so we would appreciate it if you
could let us know sooner rather than later to get
the first steps in place. 

The Farming Connect Advisory Service grants are now
open. The service consists of advice tailored to your
farm and can be used to fund a range of health and
welfare investigations. 

One-to-one advice is 70% funded. In order to access
the grant money you’ll be required to be farming
connect registered which can be done for free online
or contact via phone on 03456 000 813.
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